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Let the sunshine in
Addressing the challenges for PV exploitation in EU

A multidisciplinary workshop promoted by EERA JP Economic, Environmental and Social Impacts and JP Photovoltaic Solar Energy
16 November 9.30 – 18.00
Turin – University of Turin – Campus Luigi Einaudi, Lungo Dora Siena 100/A

A pioneer technology for RES electricity production, PV systems have been gaining more and more relevance for the past decades as a crucial component of the EU strategies for supporting the energy transition.  Beyond their potential in terms of electricity production at very low cost, PV systems are also characterized by a higher degree of flexibility of application compared to other RES technologies, ranging from the big solar farm to the stand-alone panel, from the agrovoltaic plants in the countryside to the rooftop installation in urban areas. PV systems are not only interesting for the energy transition from a technological point of view but also from the social point of view, concerning the empowerment of citizens who should gain a role at the center of the transition itself. Differently from other RES technologies, the modularity and scalability of the PV systems make them feasible to be installed by many different individual and collective actors of the energy system, shifting their role from passive consumers to active prosumers.
The climate crisis and the energy crisis have made the European commission publish an updated European solar strategy. In this new strategy targets for PV deployment in Europe have been defined to make the union independent from Russian gas and oil: over 320 GW of solar photovoltaic by 2025 (more than doubling compared to 2020) and almost 600 GW by 2030. That means we need to install, on average, approximately 45 GW per year.
Given their social and technical relevance it is more and more urgent to start considering the actual feasibility and sustainability of these ambitious targets considering both the technological and material constraints and the many social, economic, and regulatory factors that might hamper the deployment process.
Our goal is to build a dialogue and promote a interdisciplinary knowledge exchange between the hard-technological and the socio-environmental-economic domains, that are equally crucial for making the scaling up of the PV systems feasible and sustainable.
The ambition is to find answers to fundamental questions about the PV exploitation in the next years such as: What are the material and technological constraints for PV deployment? What are the main social aspects to be addressed in order to guarantee the needed rate of adoption by individual and collective actors? What economic, regulatory, and financial conditions are needed? How can the technical and non-technical aspects be aligned for the deployment to be feasible and sustainable?
At this stage, we are looking for speaker contributors focused on one or more of the following topics:
· Technical and technological challenges for PV diffusion 
· Sustainablility assessment of PV including environmental and social sustainability
· Social and Local acceptance of PV plants 
· PV and the Just Energy Transition (social impacts, energy poverty, inclusion of marginal groups and areas...) 
· Policy and Regulation
· Market dynamics and supply chain 
· Financial and economic sustainability
· Diffusion and adoption of PV technologies (individual and community-based models)
· Modelling the PV exploitation
The workshop is intended to last an entire day and will be split into three main slots

Morning 10.00 – 12.30
Presentations from experts within and beyond the JPs membership to address the main topics and define the boundaries of the social and technological challenges
9.30 – 10.15 - keynote speeches + 15’ Q&A
10.30 – 11.30 1st round of presentations from JPs members on selected topics
11.30 – 12.30 2 nd round of presentation from JPs members on selected topics

Afternoon 14.00 – 18. 00
14.00 – 14.30 Wrap-up of the morning session to identify a few clusters of topics to be discussed in -depth
14.30 – 16.00 Round table/World cafè to discuss the clusters identified

16.00 – 18.00 Starting Exploring opportunities to collaborate: 2023 – 2024 Horizon calls 
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